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U.S. employers ratchet up the pressure on the unvaccinated 


By ALEXANDRA OLSON 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Employ- 
ers are losing patience with 
unvaccinated workers. 

For months, most employ- 
ers relied on information 
campaigns, bonuses and 
other incentives to encour- 
age their workforces to get 
the COVID-19 shot. Now, 
Qa growing number are 
imposing rules to make it 
more onerous for employ- 
ees fo refuse, from outright 
mandates to requiring the 
unvaccinated to undergo 
regular testing. 

Among employers  get- 
ting tougher are the fed- 
eral government, the state 
governments of California 
and New York, tech giants 
Google and Facebook, the 
Walt Disney Co. and the 
NFL. Some hospitals, uni- 
versities, restaurants, bars 
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and other entertainment 
venues have also started 
requiring vaccines. 

But the new measures are 
unlikely to affect many of 
the millions of Unvaccinat- 
ed Americans. 

Many of the companies 
that are requiring shots 
have mostly office workers 
who are already largely 
vaccinated and are re- 
luctant to work alongside 
those who aren't. 

IN contrast, major compa- 
nies that rely on low-income 
blue-collar workers — food 
manufacturers, warehous- 
es, supermarkets and other 
store chains — are shying 
away from mandates for 
fear of driving away em- 
ployees and worsening the 
labor shortages such busi- 
nesses are facing. 


Continued on next page 
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A proof of vaccination sign is posted at a bar in San Francisco on Thursday, July 29, 2021. 
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Tyson Foods, for instance, 
said about half of its US. 
workforce — 56,000 em- 
ployees — has received 
shots after the meat and 
pouliry processor hosted 
more than 100 vaccination 
events since February. But 
the company said it has no 
plans fo impose a mandate 
to reach the other half. 
Walmart and Amazon, the 
country's two largest pri- 
vate employers, have also 
declined to require its hour- 
ly workers to get vaccinat- 
ed, continuing to rely on 
strategies such as bonuses 
and onsite access to shots. 
But In a potentially pow- 
erful signal, Walmart said 
employees at ifs headquar- 
ters will be required to get 
vaccinated by Oct. 4. 

The biggest precedent 
so far has come from the 
federal government, the 
nation's largest employer. 
President Joe Biden an- 
nounced last week that 
all federal employees and 
contractors must get vaccli- 
nated or put up with week- 
ly testing and lose privileges 
such as official travel. 

The federal government 
has said it will cover the 
costs of the weekly tests. 
As for other employers, in- 
surance may pay for such 
testing at some workplaces 
but not others. 

Biden's decision could em- 
bolden other employers by 
signaling they would be on 
solid legal ground to im- 
pose similar rules, said Brian 
Kropp, chief of research 
at consulting firm Gartner's 
human resources practice. 
But Kropp said some com- 
panies face complicated 
considerations that go be- 
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Budget Car Rental near Soprano's Piano Bar (5:00 PM - 9:00 PM) 





A proof of vaccination sign is posted at a bar in San Francisco on Thursday, July 29, 2021. 
Associated Press 


yond legalities, including 
deep resistance to vac- 
cines in many states where 
they operate. 

Retailers like Walmart might 
have a hard time justifying 
vaccine requirements for 
their workers while allow- 
ing shoppers to remain un- 
vaccinated, Kropp added. 
Stores have mostly avoided 
vaccine requirements for 
customers for fear of alien- 
ating them and because 
of the difficulty in trying to 
verify their status. 

In surveys by Gartner, few- 
er than 10% of employers 
have said they intend to 
require all employees to be 
vaccinated. 

But a shift is building amid 
frustration over plateau- 


INg vaccination rates and 
alarm over the spread of 
the more contagious delta 
variant. 

On Monday, the U.S. finally 
reached Biden's goal of dis- 
pensing at least one shot to 
70% of American adults — 
but a month late and amid 
a fierce surge that Is driving 
hospital caseloads in some 
places to their highest lev- 
els since the outbreak be- 
gan. 

The president had hoped 
to reach his target by the 
Fourth of July. 

The Union Square Hospital- 
ity Group, a group of New 
York City restaurants and 
bars founded by Danny 
Meyer, is now requiring em- 
ployees and customers fo 
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be vaccinated by Sept. 7. 
The San Francisco Bar 
Owner Alliance, a group 
of about 300 bars, made a 
similar decision following a 
meeting where "the thing 
that stood out was anger 
and __ frustration" toward 
vaccine holdouts, said 
founder Ben Bleiman. 
While some companies 
fear vaccine mandates 
will drive workers away, 
the pandemic itself is also 
causing absenteeism. Blei- 
man said he recently had 
to close his bar for a night 
after his bartender, who 
was fully vaccinated, test- 
ed positive and a replace- 
ment couldn't be found. 
some employers are con- 
cluding that requiring vac- 
cines Is simpler than trying 
to come up with different 
rules on masks and social 
distancing for the small 
number of unvaccinated 
employees. 

BlackRock, the global in- 
vestment manager, is al- 
lowing only vaccinated 
workers into its U.S. offices 
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for now and said people 
will be free to go mask- 
less, as local health guide- 
lines allow, and sit next to 
each other and congre- 
gate without restrictions. 
The firm said 85% of its U.S. 
employees are vaccinated 
or in the process of getting 
shots. 

Matthew Putman, CEO of 
New York-based high-tech 
manufacturing hub Nano- 
tronics, said he agonized 
over his decision to impose 
a vaccine mandate on his 
more than 100 employees. 
As it turned out, nearly all 
of them were already vac- 
cinated, though he dreads 
the prospect of having to 
fire any holdouts. 

‘| hate the thought. But if 
it has to happen it has to 
happen,’ Putman said. "| 
lost a ton of sleep over this 
but not as much sleep as 
I've lost over the fear of in- 
fection." 

Other mandates could 
provide a clearer test of 
the potential for employee 
backlash. 

Hospitals and nursing home 
chains, for instance, are 
increasingly requiring the 
vaccine. So far, such man- 
dates have survived legal 
challenges. More than 150 
employees aft a Houston 
hospital system who. re- 
fused to get the COVID-19 
shot were fired or resigned 
after a judge dismissed an 
employee lawsuit over the 
requirement. 

Atria Senior Living, which 
operates more than 200 
senior living Communities 
across the country, was 
among the first to man- 
date vaccines for its staff in 
January. 

It worked. Nearly 99% of 
Atria's 10,000 employees 
are vaccinated, and only 
a tiny fraction quit over the 
requirement, said CEO and 
Chairman John Moore. 
“Our residents deserve fo 
live In a vaccinated envi- 
ronment. Our staff deserves 
to work in a vaccinated en- 
vironment, Moore said.L) 
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CDC cant stop evictions, as Biden calls on states to act 


By LISA MASCARO- and 
JOSH BOAK 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
White House said Monday 
that the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Preven- 
tion was "unable to find 
legal authority for a new, 
targeted eviction morato- 
rium’ and asked that states 
and local governments put 
in policies to keep renters in 
their homes. 

Mass evictions could po- 
tentially worsen the recent 
soread of the COVID-19 
delta variant as roughly 1.4 
million households told the 
Census Bureau they could 
very likely" be evicted from 
their rentals in the next two 
months. Another 2.2 mil- 
lion say they're "somewhat 
likely" to be evicted. The 
prospect of mass evictions 
has led to criticism that the 
Biden administration was 
slow to address the end of 
the moratorium, which ex- 
pired over the weekend. 
But the White House says 
it lacks the authority to ex- 
tend a national moratori- 
um. That's largely because 
the Supreme Court sig- 
naled in a 5-4 vote in late 
June that if wouldn't back 
further extensions, with Jus- 
tice Brett Kavanaugh writ- 
ing that Congress would 
have to act to extend the 
moratorium. The White 
House noted that state-lev- 
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Gene Sperling, who leads the oversight for distributing funds from President Joe Biden’s $1.9 trillion 
coronavirus rescue package, speaks during the daily briefing at the White House in Washington, 


Monday, Aug. 2, 2021. 


el efforts to stop evictions 
would spare a third of the 
country from evictions over 
the next month. 

The Biden administration 
emphasized in a statement 
that $46.5 billion has been 
provided to keep renters in 
their homes, but "too many 
states and cities have been 
too slow to act." It's still in- 
vestigating any additional 
legal options to forestall 
the evictions, buf Gene 
Sperling, who oversees the 
coronavirus relief plans, put 
the burden on states and 


local governments to get 
out federal aid and stop 
evictions. 

"The president is clear: If 
some states and localities 
can get this out efficiently 
and effectively there's no 
reason every state and lo- 
cality can't," Sperling told 
reporters at Monday's White 
House briefing. "There is sim- 
ply no excuse, no place To 
hide for any state or locality 
that is failing to accelerate 
their emergency’ rental as- 
sistance. 

Sperling said the admin- 
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istration will keep looking 
for additional legal av- 
enues to keep people in 
their homes. Yet he also 
stressed the complexity of 
the problem by also saying 
that the Trump administra- 
tion developed guidelines 
for providing aid to renters 
and landlords that were 
unworkable. Those guide- 
lines which required exten- 
sive documentation were 
changed once Biden was 
in office. 

‘This is not an easy task," 
Sperling said. "We as a 


country have never had 
a national infrastructure or 
national policy for prevent- 
ing avoidable evictions." 
House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi said Monday it's "un- 
fathomable" that Ameri- 
cans will be ousted from 
their homes during the CO- 
VID-19 crisis, and backed 
by the Congressional Black 
Caucus intensified pressure 
on the Biden administration 
to immediately extend the 
nation's eviction morato- 
rum. 

Pelosi and the Democratic 
leadershio has called it a 
"moral imperative" to rein- 
state the eviction ban as 
some people were at risk of 
losing their homes as soon 
as Monday. They called on 
President Joe Biden's ad- 
ministration to extend the 
moratorium through Oct. 
18. 

"It is unfathomable that we 
would not act to prevent 
people from being evict- 
ed," Pelosi wrote in a letter 
to colleagues, later saying 
that she welcomed the 
administration's urging of 
states and cities to impose 
their own moratoriums. 
Pelosi said Treasury Sec- 
retary Janet Yellen would 
hold a virtual briefing TUues- 
day with lawmakers as they 
push to more quickly en- 
sure the states distribute the 
federal aid.) 





Advocates end settlement talks with US over asylum curbs 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
American Civil Liberties 
Union and other advocacy 
groups said Monday that 
they were ending settle- 
ment talks with the Biden 
administration over their 
demand fo lift a pandem- 
ic-related ban on families 
seeking asylum in the Unit- 
ed States. 

The impasse resumes a le- 
gal battle before U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge Emmet Sullivan 
in Washington over emer- 
gency powers to expel mi- 
grants without a chance 
to seek asylum on grounds 
it prevents spread of the 
coronavirus. Under Title 
42 authority, named for a 
1944 public health law, the 
administration has banned 
many families and nearly 


all single adults from seek- 
ing asylum. Unaccompa- 
nied children have been 
exempted. 

"We are deeply disappoint- 
ed that the Biden admin- 
istration has abandoned 
its promise of fair and hu- 
mane treatment for fami- 
lies seeking safety, leaving 
US no choice but fo re- 
sume litigation,” said Neela 
Chakravartula, managing 
attorney for the Center for 
Gender & Refugee Studies. 
Since late March, the ACLU 
has been working with ad- 
vocates across the border 
to submit names of partic- 
Ularly vulnerable migrants 
stuck in Mexico to U.S. au- 
thorities, allowing them in 
the United States to seek 
asylum. ACLU attorney Lee 


Gelernt said the exemp- 
tions will continue another 
week. 

"Seven months of waiting 
for the Biden administration 
to end Title 42 is more than 
enough,’ Gelernt said. 

The Homeland Security and 
Justice departments did 
not immediately resoond 
to a request for comment. 

The breakdown _ reflects 
growing tensions between 
immigrant advocates and 
the administration over use 
of Title 42 authority and the 
government's decision last 
week to resume fast-track 
deportation flights for fami- 
lies fo Guatemala, El Salva- 
dor and Honduras. 

Last week, the International 
Rescue Committee said 
they were ending efforts 
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In this Thursday, June 10, 2021, file photo, a pair of migrant fami- 
lies from Brazil pass through a gap in the border wall to reach 
the United States after crossing from Mexico to Yuma, Ariz., to 
seek asylum. 


to helo the administration 
exempt asylum-seekers 
from the pandemic-related 
ban. The groups had been 


Associated Press 


working on a parallel track 
with the ACLU to identify 
particularly vulnerable mi- 
grants stuck in Mexico.) 
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U.S. hits 70% vaccination rate -- a month late, amid a surge 


By MIKE CATALINI 
Associated Press 

The U.S. on Monday finally 
reached President Joe 
Biden's goal of getting at 
least one COVID-19 shot in 
the arms of 70% of Ameri- 
can adults -- a month late 
and amid a fierce surge 
by the delta variant that 
is swamping hospitals and 
leading to new mask rules 
and mandatory vaccina- 
tions around the country. 
Louisiana ordered nearly 
everyone, vaccinated or 
not, to wear masks again 
in all indoor public settings, 
including schools and col- 
leges, and other cities and 
states likewise moved to 
reinstate precautions to 
counter a crisis blamed on 
the fast-soreading variant 
and stubborn resistance to 
getting the vaccine. 

"As fast as we are open- 
ing up units, they're being 
filed with COVID patients,” 
lamented Dr. Sergio Segar- 
ra, chief medical officer 
of Baptist Hospital Miami, 
where the Florida chain re- 
ported an increase of well 
over 140% in the past two 
weeks in the number of 
people now hospitalized 
with the virus. "As quickly 
as we can discharge them 
they're coming in and 
they're coming in very sick. 
We started seeing entire 
families come down." 
Biden had set a goal of 
reaching the 70% threshold 
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Hindy Bogner Orenstein, a nurse from Maryland chats with Bren Ingle, a nurse from Chattanooga, 
Tenn., as nearly three dozen healthcare workers from around the country arrive to help supple- 
ment the staff at Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center in Baton Rouge, Monday, Aug. 2, 


2021. 


by the Fourth of July. But 
that target was set well be- 
fore the highly contagious 
delta variant enabled 
the virus to come. storm- 
ing back and undermined 
the assumptions that were 
used to arrive aft that figure. 
There was was no celebra- 
tion at the White House on 
Monday, nor a setting of a 
new target, as the admin- 
istration instead struggles 
to overcome public resis- 
tance. 

The 70% target marked the 
low-end of initial govern- 


ment estimates for what 
would be necessary to 
achieve herd immunity in 
the U.S. That has been ren- 
dered insufficient by the 
delta variant. 

The U.S. still has not hit the 
administration's other goal 
of fully vaccinating 165 
million American adults by 
July 4. It is about 8.5 million 
short. 

New cases per day in the 
U.S. have increased sixfold 
over the past month to an 
average of nearly 80,000, 
a level not seen since mid- 
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February. And deaths per 
day have climbed over the 
oast two weeks from an av- 
erage of 259 to 360. Those 
are still well below the 3,400 
deaths and a quarter-mil- 
lion cases per day seen 
during the worst of the out- 
break, in January. 

Some places around the 
country are seeing newly 
confirmed infections and 
hospital caseloads reach 
their highest levels since the 
pandemic began a year 
and a half ago. Nearly alll 
deaths and serious illnesses 


now are in unvaccinated 
people. 

The surge has led states 
and cities across the U.S. to 
beat a retreat, just weeks 
after it looked as if the 
country was going to see a 
close-to-normal summer. 
Health officials in San Fran- 
cisco and six other Bay 
Area counties announced 
Monday they are reinstat- 
INg a requirement that ev- 
eryone — vaccinated or 
not — wear masks in public 
indoor spaces. 

New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said New York City 
airport and transit workers 
will have to get vaccinated 
or face weekly testing. He 
stooped short of mandat- 
ing either masks or inocula- 
tions for the general public, 
saying he lacks legal au- 
thority to do so. 

Denver's mayor said said 
the city will require police 
officers, firefighters and 
certain other municipal 
employees fo get vaccli- 
nated, along with workers 
at schools, nursing homes, 
hospitals and jails. 
Minnesota's public  col- 
leges and universities will 
require masks while indoors 
on campus, regardless of 
vaccination status. And 
New Jersey said workers 
at state-run nursing homes, 
osychiatric hospitals and 
other such institutions must 
get the shot or face regular 


testing.) 





Ding! Ding! San Francisco's cable cars are running again 
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Mayor London Breed welcomes people to return of the cable 
car service during a ceremony at the Powell Street turnaround 
plaza in San Francisco on Monday, Aug. 2, 2021. 


By OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Ding! Ding! San Francisco's 
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iconic cable cars were 
chiming their bells and roll- 
iNg again on the city's hills 


Monday after being side- 
lined for 16 months by the 
pandemic. 

At Powell and Market, one 
of the cable car's stops, 
a line of people snaked 
around a cable car turnta- 
ble waiting to ride a car to 
Ghirardelli Square or Fisher- 
man's Wharf. 

“Our cable cars are part of 
what makes San Francisco 
a world-class destination, 
and their return is just the 
latest sign that our city Is 
bouncing back," said San 
Francisco Mayor London 
Breed. 

Breed said it will be free to 
ride the cable cars in Au- 
gust and asked people to 
be patient because the 
service won't follow a regu- 


lar schedule until Septem- 
ber when the historic trol- 
leys will resume full service 
in all three lines and start 
charging a riding fee. 

Frank Miller, of San Antonio, 
said he and six members 
of his family arrived in San 
Francisco last week and 
have already visited some 
of the city's top landmarks. 
They rode a ferry to Angel 
Iskand and visited Pier 39 
and Fisherman's Wharf but 
Miller said riding the cable 
cars was ad highlight for him. 
‘lL grew up watching ‘Full 
House so, everybody 
knows the cable cars. We 
definitely want to ride the 
trolley cars through the 
city," said Miller, 40, who 
was waiting with his family 


to ride from Powell Street 
and Market to Fisherman's 
Wharf. 

Before the pandemic, 25 
million tourists visited San 
Francisco annually, with 
many of them riding the 
cable cars that are as syn- 
onymous with the city as Al- 
catraz Island and the Gold- 
en Gate Bridge. 

About 17,000 riders packed 
onto the cable cars daily 
before they were parked 
in March 2020 as the city 
locked down and sheltered 
in place. It was the longest 
shutdown since the 1980s, 
when the system was fully 
reconstructed, according 
to the San Francisco Met- 
ropolitan Transportation 
Agency.L] 
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By DEREK GATOPOULOS, 
MEHMET GUZEL and COL- 
LEEN BARRY 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — A 
heat wave baking south- 
east Europe has _ fueled 
deadly wildfires in Turkey 
and threatened the na- 
tional power grid in Greece 
as governments scrambled 
Monday to secure the re- 
sources needed to cope 
with the emergency. 
Temperatures reached 45 
C (113 F) in inland areas of 
Greece and nearby coun- 
tries and are expected to 
remain high for most of the 
week. 

Battling deadly’ wildfires 
along Its coastline for a sixth 
day, Turkey broadened an 
appeal for international as- 
sistance and was promised 
water-dropping planes 
from the European Union. 
The fires have been blamed 
for the deaths of eight peo- 
ple in recent days. 

The help for residents in 
Turkey's fire-ravaged ar- 
eas couldn’t come soon 
enough. At the coastal vil- 
lage of Bozalan, resident 
Esra Sanli looked over at 
the blaze. 

“It’s burning. It’s obviously 
burning. There’s no plane, 
there’s no helicopter, there 
are no (access) roads,” she 
said, sobbing. “How is this 
going to be extinguished? 
How?” 
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In heat SEONG, southern Europe scrambles for resources 





A man walks away with his cows from an advancing fire in Cokertme village, in Bodrum, Mugla, 


Turkey, Monday, Aug. 2, 2021. 


In Greece, an emergency 
was declared in fire-hit ar- 
eas on the island of Rhodes, 
which is near the Turkish 
coast. Workers with health 
conditions were allowed 
to take time off work, while 
Greek coal-fired power sta- 
tions slated for retirement 
were brought back into 
service to shore up the na- 
tional grid, under pressure 
due to the widespread use 
of air conditioning. 

Pregnant and other vul- 
nerable workers in North 


Macedonia were told to 
stay home. 

Dann Mitchell, a profes- 
sor of climate science at 
the University of Bristol, said 
this heat wave in southeast 
Europe “is not af all un- 
expected, and very likely 
enhanced due to human- 
induced climate change.” 
“The number of extreme 
heat events around the 
world is increasing year on 
year, with the top 10 hot- 
test years on record all oc- 
curring since 2005,” Mitchell 
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told The Associated Press. 
“This year, we have seen 
Qa number of significant 
events, including a particu- 
larly dramatic heat wave 
in western Canada and 
the U.S., that was extreme 
even for current levels of 
climate change,” Mitch- 
ell said. “These black swan 
events have always hap- 
pened, but now they sit on 
the background of a hotter 
climate, so are even more 
deadly.” 


As hot weather edged 


southward, Italy and Cro- 
atia were experiencing 
storms as well as wildfires. 
A small tornado in Istria, on 
Croatia's northern Adriatic 
coast, toppled trees that 
destroyed several cars, 
hours before a large wildfire 
erupted outside the nearby 
resort of Trogir, threatening 
homes and the local pow- 
er supply. Some 30 people 
were treated for light smoke 
inhalation in Italy’s coastal 
city of Pescara after flames 
tore through a nearby pine 
forest. Beach-goers nearby 
had to be rescued by sea 
Sunday from that wildfire. 
“That zone of pine forest Is 
a nature reserve, and it’s 
completely destroyed. It 
brings tears to see it. The 
environmental damage 
is incalculable. This is the 
heart of the city, its green 
lung and today it is de- 
stroyed,” Pescara Mayor 
Carlo Masci said. 

Cyprus, recovering from a 
major wildfire last month, 
kept water-dropping 
planes on patrol to resoond 
to fires as they broke out. 
“If you don’t react right 
away with a massive re- 
soonse to any outbreak, 
things can turn difficult 
quickly,” forestry service 
chief Charalambos Alexan- 
drou told state-run media. 
“The conditions are war- 


like.” C) 





Belarus sends reporter fo prison over deleted chat messages 


By YURAS KARMANAU 
Associated Press 

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — A 
court in Belarus convicted 
Q journalist of insulting the 
president in messages in a 
deleted chat group and 
sentenced him to 1 1/2 
years in prison, the Belaru- 
sian Association of Journal- 
ists sald Monday. 

The verdict in the case 
against Siarhei Hardziyev- 
ich, 50, comes as part of 
a massive crackdown that 
Belarusian authorities have 
Unleashed on independent 
media and human rights 
activists. 

Hardziyevich on Monday 
was found guilty of insulting 
the president and slander- 
ing police officers, accord- 
ing to the association. 

The court sentenced him to 


a prison term and a $1,600 
fine. The charges against 
the journalist from  Dra- 
hichyn, a city 300 kilometers 
(185 miles) southwest of Be- 
larus’ capital of Minsk, were 
brought over messages in a 
chat group on the messag- 
ing app Viber which was 
deleted last year. 
Hardziyevich, who worked 
for ad popular regional news 
outlet, The First Region, has 
maintained his innocence. 
His defense team de- 
manded the charges be 
dropped due to a lack of 
evidence and because the 
crime was impossible to es- 
tablish. 

“| have nothing to do with 
these crimes, | don’t con- 
sider myself guilty,” Hardzi- 
yevich said in his address 
to the court before the ver- 


dict. 

The Viasna human rights 
center declared Hardziyev- 
ich a political prisoner. 
Belarusian authorities have 
ramped up the pressure 
against non-governmental 
organizations and inde- 
pendent media in recent 
weeks, conducting more 
than 200 raids of offices 
and apartments of activists 
and journalists in July alone, 
according to Viasna. 
Authoritarian President Al- 
exander Lukashenko has 
vowed to continue what 
he called a “mopping-up 
operation” against civil so- 
ciety activists whom he has 
denounced as “bandits 
and foreign agents.” 
Lukashenko faced months 
of protests triggered by his 
being awarded a sixth term 


in an August 2020 vote that 
the opposition and the 
West saw as rigged. 

He resoonded to demon- 
strations with a massive 
crackdown that saw more 


than 35,000 people arrest- 
ed and thousands beaten 
by police. A total of 29 Be- 
larusian journalists remain in 
custody either awaiting trial 
orserving their sentences.) 





This handout undated photo provided by Belarusian Human 


Rights Center “Viasna”, 


shows Belarusian journalist Siarhei 


Hardziyevich sitting in a court room in Minsk, Belarus. 
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ASEAN diplomats discussing crisis envoy, aid to Myanmar 


By JIM GOMEZ 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— Southeast Asia’s top dip- 
lomats were meeting Mon- 
day to appoint a special 
envoy to help deal with the 
political crisis and violence 
gripping Myanmar and fi- 
nalize an emergency plan 
to helo control a corona- 
virus outbreak that many 
fear is spiraling out of con- 
trol in the military-ruled na- 
tion. 

The foreign ministers of the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations were also ex- 
pected to announce after 
their video meeting some 
orogress in four years of 
painstakingly slow negotia- 
tions with China to craft a 
nonaggression pact aimed 
at preventing conflict in the 
disouted South China Sea. 
The 10-nation bloc, fre- 
quently dismissed by critics 
as an ineffective talk shop, 
has been under increas- 
ing international pressure 
to act on the troubles un- 
folding in Myanmar, an 
ASEAN member where the 
military in February toppled 
the elected government 
of Aung San Suu Kyi. The 
grouping, however, is ham- 
strung by its policy of nonin- 
terference in the domestic 
affairs of member nations 
as well as its requirement to 





In this April 22, 2021, file photo, flags of some of the ASEAN member countries fly at the ASEAN 
Secretariat in Jakarta, Indonesia. 


reach a consensus among 
members. 

In Monday’s online meet- 
ing the ministers were to 
decide who among at 
least three nominees from 
Thailand, Indonesia and 
Malaysia should be des- 
ignated as the bloc’s spe- 
cial envoy to try to broker 
a settlement between the 
country’s ruling generals 
and rival parties led by Suu 
Kyi, a Southeast Asian dip- 
lomat told the Associated 


Press. 

Myanmar prefers the can- 
didate from Thailand, for- 
mer Thal ambassador to 
Yangon Virasakdi Futrakul, 
but if remains uncertain 
when its military leaders 
would decide to accept 
the envoy and if access to 
Suu Kyi, who has been de- 
tained with other political 
leaders and put on trial for 
a slew of charges, would 
be granted, said the diplo- 
mat, who spoke on condi- 
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tion of anonymity because 
of lack of authority to dis- 
cuss the issue publicly. 

More than 900 people have 
been killed by Myanmar 
authorities since the Febru- 
ary takeover, according to 
a tally kept by the indepen- 
dent Assistance Association 
for Political Prisoners. Casu- 
alties are also rising among 
the military and police as 
armed resistance grows in 
both urban and rural areas. 
ASEAN leaders met in the 
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Indonesian capital of Ja- 
karta in April and called 
for an end to the violence 
and the start of a dialogue 
among contending par- 
ties fo be mediated by an 
ASEAN envoy. 

On Sunday, Myanmar’s mil- 
itary leader Min Aung Hla- 
ing repeated his pledge to 
hold fresh elections in two 
years and cooperate with 
ASEAN on finding a politi- 
cal solution. He said with- 
out elaborating that Myan- 
mar “is ready to work on 
ASEAN cooperation within 
the ASEAN framework, in- 
cluding the dialogue with 
the ASEAN special envoy in 
Myanmar.” 

Myanmar’s troubles have 
deepened with its worst 
surge of the pandemic, 
which has overwhelmed 
its criopled health care sys- 
tem. Limits on oxygen sales 
have led to widespread al- 
legations that the military Is 
directing supplies to gov- 
ernment supporters and 
military-run hospitals. 

In Monday's meeting, the 
ASEAN ministers were to 
looking to finalize a plan 
to bring in medicine and 
medical equipment to 
Myanmar through the re- 
gional bloc’s disaster-re- 
soonse center with the mili- 
tary leaders’ approval. ) 





israeli COUT s compromise would avoid Palestinian evictions 
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Protesters hold signs during a hearing on the possible evictions of 
Palestinian from the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of Jerusalem, 
outside the Supreme Court in Jerusalem, Monday, Aug. 2, 2021. 


By JACK JEFFERY 

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel's 
Supreme Court on Monday 
floated a compromise that 
would prevent the evic- 
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tions of dozens of Palestin- 
lans in the east Jerusalem 
of Sheikh Jarrah, where 
attempts by Jewish settlers 
to expel them from their 


homes helped spark an 
11-day war between Israel 
and Gaza militants in May. 
The cases examined Mon- 
day involve four Palestinian 
families numbering a total 
of about 70 people. 

Lower Israeli courts have 
approved the evictions of 
the four families. They ruled 
that their houses were built 
on land owned by Jews be- 
fore Israel was established 
in 1948. 

But weighing a _ last-ditch 
appeal from the residents, 
the court suggested a 
compromise that would 
give them “protected” sta- 
TUS. 

The deal would protect 
them from eviction — for 
many years, but leave the 
question of legal ownership 
Unanswered, said Ahmad 
Amara, a consultant to the 
residents’ legal team. 


He said the court gave the 
sides one week to respond. 
The Supreme Court had 
been scheduled to issue a 
ruling in May, but it delayed 
its decision after the at- 
torney general requested 
more time to consider the 
Cases. 

The threatened evictions 
fueled protests and clash- 
es in the run-up fo the war 
and pose a fest for Israel’s 
new governing coalition, 
which includes three pro- 
settlement parties and a 
small Islamist faction. For 
the sake of unity, the gov- 
ernment has tried to side- 
line Palestinian issues to 
avoid internal divisions. 
Weeks of unrest highlight- 
ed by heavy-handed Israeli 
police tactics against resi- 
dents and demonstrators 
who supported them cap- 
tured international atten- 


tion ahead of the 11-day 
Israel-Hamas war in May. A 
cease-fire took effect May 
21, but the long-running 
campaign by Jewish set- 
tlers fo evict dozens of Pal- 
estinian families has contin- 
ued. 

The settlers have been 
waging a decades-long 
campaign to evict the 
families from densely popu- 
lated Palestinian neighbor- 
hoods just outside the walls 
of the Old City, in one of 
the most sensitive parts of 
east Jerusalem. 

The settlers say the homes 
are built on land that was 
owned by Jews prior fo 
the 1948 war surrounding 
Israel's creation. Israeli law 
allows Jews to reclaim such 
property, a right denied to 
Palestinians who lost lands 
and homes in the same 
conflict.) 








EL ENCANTO, Honduras 
(AP) — Dr. Claudia Lazo is 
asked: How many of your 
patients are depressed? 
“All of them,” she answers. 
“All of them. All of them. All 
of them. All of them. All of 
them.” 

The patients at her modest 
rural health center suffer 
from solastalgia sadness 
and pain provoked by the 
loss of their environment. 
They've lost their physical 
homes and their psycho- 
logical well-being. 

On the night of Nov. 24, 
2020, their town La Reina 
was wiped from the face of 
the earth. 

This story is part of a se- 
ries, After the Deluge, pro- 
duced with support from 
the Pulitzer Center on Crisis 
Reporting. 

Home to about 1,000 peo- 
ple, the town in western 
Honduras was hit by two 
powerful hurricanes within 
three weeks, natural di- 
sasters made far worse by 
local deforestation and 
climate change. La Reina 
was buried by a landslide. 
No one died. But seven 
months later, La Reina’s 
people remain homeless, 
and adrift. They are alive, 
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Their town es out by a mudslide, }poop™ of La Reina mourn 


From left, Marian Castron, 23; Maria Castron, 25; Jenny Castron, 19, and Omar Castron, 50, visit 
their home devastated by a landslide triggered by hurricanes Eta and lota in the village of La 
Reina, Honduras, Friday, June 25, 2021. 


but their place in the world 
is gone the place where 
they lived, loved, dreamed, 
had children, grew coffee, 
corn and beans. 

Here, they had invested 
their savings and money 
sent home from relatives 
in the United States, trans- 
forming a mountainside 
into a town of 300 homes. 
Nature has taken it all back. 


Olga Ondina, 52, suffers 
from insomnia, unable 
to sleep in an unfamiliar 
house. “| wake up at mid- 
night and try to go to my 
old bathroom, but it isn’t 
there anymore,” she says. 

She gathers red_ flowers 
from the site of the home 
where she raised her five 
children, to be displayed in 
the homes of relatives who 





Pakistani police say polio team 
a were policeman killed 





‘Dai ¥ ‘ih rs, 


A health worker collects data walle another ailtes number 
on the wall of a house after administrating a polio vaccine to 
children in a neighborhood of Lahore, Pakistan, Monday, Aug. 
2, 2021. 


By RIAZ KHAN 

Associated Press 
PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) 
— Gunmen on Monday 
shot and killed a police of- 
ficer assigned to protect a 
polio vaccination team in 
northwestern Pakistan, an 
official said. It was the third 
attack in two days on Paki- 
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stani policemen assigned 
to protect polio workers. 

The deadly attack took 
place in the town of Kola- 
chi in the Dera Ismail Khan 
district. Officer Dilawar 
Khan was on his motorcy- 
cle, heading to escort polio 
workers taking part in a na- 
tionwide campaign aimed 


at making Pakistan a polio- 
free state. 

The gunmen fled the scene 
and a police search is un- 
derway, according to Mo- 
hammad Aslam, a local 
police official. 

Pakistani militants often tar- 
get polio teams and police 
assigned to protect them, 
claiming the vaccination 
campaigns are a Western 
conspiracy to sterilize chil- 
dren. 

Two attacks targeted po- 
lice working with polio 
teams on Sunday. In Pesha- 
war, the capital of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, 
gunmen killed a policeman 
returning home after secu- 
rity duty with polio work- 
ers. And a roadside bomb 
went off near a police van 
escorting a polio vaccina- 
tion team in the district of 
South Waziristan, wounding 
an officer.) 
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have taken her family in. 
“| realize I’m not at home, 
and | cry. My parents lived 
and died here, my children 
were born here. Today | 
came fo cry.” 

Over the decades, Julio Vil- 
lanueva Melgar, 70, raised 
a family and made ad living 
in La Reina. Villanueva feels 
as if he’s been hurled into 
anew and more hostile uni- 





verse. 
“One becomes crazy, dis- 
oriented,” Villanueva says. 
“You don't fit in anymore.” 
Orlando Perdomo, muscu- 
lar from working the land 
for much of his 56 years, sits 
and spends the afternoon 
with a group of friends 
alongside a lake born of 
the same rainfall and land- 
slide that devoured his 
hometown. 

“When the first cracks in the 
earth opened after Hur- 
ricane Mitch (in 1998), my 
father said the he wouldn't 
live to see It, but that we 
would see the town disap- 
oear, that the future would 
bring death,” Perdomo re- 
calls. 

Lazo has treated nearly all 
of La Reina’s people, and 
he’s seen a lot of tears. 
“They sit in front of me and 
| ask them, ‘How are you?’ 
They start to cry.” 

Their own actions are partly 
the cause of their oredica- 
ment. For decades, the 
people of La Reina cut ce- 
dar and cinnamon trees 
from the highest slopes of 
surrouNdINg mountains to 
expand their coffee plan- 
tations and get timber to 
build their homes. LC} 
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New Covid restriction starting August 1, 2021 


ORANJESTAD - During a recent 
press conference held on the 
Prime Minister Evelyn Wever Croes 
and the ATA CEO Ronella Croes 
and Sharline Koolman of the DVG, 
provided an update of the current 
Covid situation in Aruba and also 
announced new regulations effec- 
tive August 1, 2021. 


As of August 1, 2021, all travelers 
coming in from the United States 
require a negative test regardless 
if the visitor has been vaccinated 
or not. The United States is consid- 
ered a high-risk country, just like the 
Netherlands and Colombia among 
others. The second change Is the 
Covid insurance for visitors. This will 
be $15 per visitor for the entire stay 


in Aruba, while children under the 
age of 15 are included in their par- 
ent’s Covid insurance. 

The Prime Minister emphasized that 
despite positive cases increasing 
again, the Government will not in- 
troduce stricter restrictions for now 
and urges the community to be 
CQUTIOUS. 

The Prime Minister said that we 
should realize that we have a prob- 
lem in Aruba. We have to sound 
the alarm immediately but will not 
shut down Aruba and lock every- 
one inside their homes. We have to 
be on alert that the virus is moving 
around and is here to cause dam- 
age. If is in our own hands whether 
it causes us harm or not. The situa- 
tion at the hospital is stable. There 


are currently ten patients hospital- 
ized of which three are in the ICU. 
Covid is on the rise again and on 
Sunday, August 1, 2021, the active 
cases reached 479. 

The cases have more than dou- 
bled over the week. This increase 
in cases is the reason for the Gov- 
ernment to go into alert and be 
concerned. The daily average 
new cases are over 54 cases and 
the positivity rate is 25%. This is high 
compared to last week (July 26) 
when the active cases were 225. 
The situation compared to Cura- 
cao, has changed this week. Last 
week the new cases in Aruba were 
not so many, and in Curacao, they 
reached a plateau. The situation 
in Curacao Is now stabilizing, how- 
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ever, in Aruba, the number of new 
cases Is still going up. 

“This should make us realize that 
if we do not stop this develop- 
ment soon, we will end up similar 
to Curacao with over 600 active 
cases which we do not need. The 
Government will not implement 
restrictions similar to what they did 
in March last year to protect the 
community. “We are here fo tell 
the community how important it 
is to protect themselves and get 
vaccinated. If you can not or don’t 
want to get vaccinated please 
protect yourself. It is your resoonsi- 
bility and your choice. We can not 
force anyone to vaccinate, but 
can only encourage the commu- 
nity to protect themselves” .) 


Attractions and Sightseeing locations | in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — There are enough sightseeing 
locations on the island to fill up a month-long 
vacation. Aruba’s beaches are a big attraction, 
and although it’s great to spend long days just 
relaxing on the beach and listening to the 
ocean, there are also plenty of opportunities 
to get to know Aruba’s most attractive 
sights, historical and natural attractions, and 
museums. Check out these attractions you 
don’t want to miss! 


Blue Horses in Downtown, Oranjestad 

This series of 8 sculotures were created by 
native Aruban artist Osaira Muyale. She named 
the project Paarden Baai, which translates to 
“Horse Bay”. The statues were installed in 2015 
and pay homage fo the rich history of Aruba’s 
horse trading industry. In the 17th Century 
Aruba was used by many countries (Europe, 
South America, Caribbean islands, and the 
Mediterranean) as a trading post. The most 
popular being cattle and horse trading. Horses 
were once the most important sources of 
livelinood for Aruba. 

For 4 centuries the horse and catitle trade ran 
strong. At any given time Aruba was home to 
herds of thousands of horses that roamed the 
iskand. Aruba being the perfect trading post 





encouraged an extremely diverse culture and 
is the reason almost all Arubans soeak more 
than 1 or 2 languages. 

Each of the 8 bright royal blue horses is unique 
and carries its own name and personality. 
Pictured above is the mare Sinforosa, but you 
can also find Saturnina, Escapia, Rosalina, 
Eufrosina, Ambrosio, Bonifacia, and Celestina. 
The sculptures embody strength, nobility, 
grace, beauty and freedom. They represent 
the historical moment where the horses jumped 
from the ship decks into the Caribbean and 
swam to the Aruban Bay. 

When you visit Aruba be sure to explore 
downtown Oranjestad and try to find all 8! 


The Lourdes Grotto 

Named in commemoration of the famous 
French religious landmark, was created under 
the guidance of a priest named “Erkamp” 
and parishioners in the year 1958. The grotto, 
a shrine built into the rocks is located in Seroe 
Preto, just off the main road to San Nicolas. 

A statue of the Virgin Mary, weighing 700 kilos, 
was hoisted into place in the grotto. Every 
year, on February 11 (feast of Lady of Lourdes), 
Qa procession leaves from the Sf. Theresita 
church in San Nicolas to the grotto, where a 
mass is performed. The grotto is located road- 





side and can be visited daily. Just make sure 
you park safely in the event you wish fo stop for 
pictures at this location. 


Bubali Bird Sanctuary 

Watch more than 80 species of migratory birds 
from the Bubali watch tower, overlooking their 
resting and breeding area. The observation 
tower allows birdwatchers to get a true birds’ 
eye view. Migratory birds, looking for lush 
vegetation in which to nest, find an oasis 
within the Bubali Bird Sanctuary. The nearby 
water treatment facility empties into two 
inter-connected man-made bird ponds. Birds 
that inhabit the sanctuary include herons, 
egrets, gulls, skimmers, coots, ducks and more. 
Located within walking distance of the Palm 
Beach resorts, the Bubali Bird Sanctuary offers 
some unique bird watching opportunities. You 
can't miss it as it is located just in front of the 
historical Old Dutch Windmill. Make sure to 
bring your camera as many of these birds will 
randomly fly by the observation tower giving 
a little show. This is a great place to bring kids 
for a unique and possibly once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to be so close to the untamed. 


The happiest island in the Caribbean is so 
much more than just sun, sand and sea.L) 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
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NOORD - Our island 
experiences as never 
before an enormous 
challenges in keeping 
its cultural authenticity 
intact in fighting back 
neoliberal progressive 


incursions when it comes 
to the protection its his- 
torical architecture, ar- 
chaeological sites and 
objects of tangible and 
intangible cultural heri- 
tage significance. 





We at Etnia Nativa ex- 
claim for conscious con- 
sideration and share 
awareness by showing its 
archaeological salvage 
collection of past de- 
structions that otherwise 
have been lost forever. 
Objects belonging to 
different time periods of 
our island's prehistorical 
heritage, Paleolithic as 
well as the Neolithic era. 
There are great differ- 
ences between one an- 
other. Nomadic Paleo- 
lithic trafficking between 
iskands and the mail land, 
who survived on hunt- 
ing and gathering, while 
the Neolithic community 
that followed consisted 
also of sea going tribes , 
but dominating the art of 
ceramics while being an 
agro- sedentary society. 
The material legacy of 
our Paleolithic societies 
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FAP ir ar" 
neiges human as el 
as animal boney mate- 
rials, ivory, horns, works 
in stone, shells and pos- 
sibly rock art. It is indica- 
tive that family groups 
where organized in ma- 
triarchal clans, sustaining 
themselves by hunting, 
fishing and gathering of 
fruits and shell fish. They 
followed the stars and 
where engaged in cul- 
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DOUBLE your points! 


Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 


Article by Etnia Nativa 


WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! 
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels 
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When we talk about Pa- 
leo lithic people visited 
Aruba we should con- 
sider to imagine a time 


when hunting mega 


fauna was a way of 
life on main land South 
America todays Venezu- 
ela, going back aftleast 
30.000 Yrs. People that 
came from the North 
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crossing Meso American and cane! oobina to reach 
here. The Neolithic or the New Stone era, was a term 
coined by J. Lubbock in 1865 to refer to the cultural 
stage that developed from around 10,000 BCE until 
3,000 BCE. There is no doubt that the Neolithic was and 
is one of the most decisive stages In our long history. 
The sedentary society of the Neolithic period builded 
neibourhoods using branches and _ straw to cover the 
roofs of houses by placing a layer of mud on top of the 
straw To give If more consistency against the elements 
Walls of dwelling used mud, straw and tree trunks. Also 
during the Neolithic period, they continued to make 
stone instruments and tools, but these where smoothly 
polished. As raw materials, flint and quartzite known as 
chert and granite will be used, and two new materials 
will aqopear: diabas and basalt. 

The Neolithic period implied a gradual not sudden cul- 
tural change, it’s divided into stages according to the 
level of sophistication achieved in agriculture, archi- 
tecture and ceramics.L] 


To get to know more over Aruba's and its origins, its ani- 
mals and culture, we highly recommend you to book 
your visit for our renowned cultural encounter session 


has been entertaining curious participants for decades. 
Mail us at etnianativa03@gmail.com or WhatsApp 297 
592 2702 to confirm your participation. Our facilities and 
activities take place close to high rise hotels. 
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Expressions of appreciation for the Freewinds Volunteers continue 
to be displayed by citizens throughout Aruba 


ORANJESTAD - A very long 
road to recovery was made 
significantly shorter by the 
selfless actions done by the 
Freewinds Volunteer Minis- 


ters. Dedicating their time 
and efforts to the sole pur- 
pose of making Aruba one 
of the safest places on earth 
certainly did not go unno- 


Taxi- 99 | 
YOUR PERSONAL DRIVER | 
Tie | 


Pick up at Airport 
or Cruise Terminal 
Private Transport and Tours 


Call or whatsapp at +297-593-1420 
Email: enrike_geerman@hotmail.com 
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We specialize in massages, skin care & body 
treatments at the comfort of your home, hotel 
room, air bnb or condo. 
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WEDCUNG 
LAT WERUANGS 
FAMILY GATHERING 
COPPORATE FUNCTIONS => 
~ HOME OWNER , 


the unexpected, but always 
count on the use of only quality 
products and homemade prodwwects, 
freshly squeezed juices, delicious 
coffee and not to forget our bubbles 
& wine list, 
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Tuesday - Saturday 8am-2pm 
Wilhelminastraat 63 
Downtown across the El Gaucho Restaurant 
For reservations whateapp (+297)566-5264 





ticed by individuals and groups, busi- 
nesses and sports teams, in short, people 
from all walks of life who continue to put 
out words of thanks to show their appreci- 
ation for the work done by the Freewinds 
Ship and her Volunteer Ministers. 


The Freewinds Volunteers fought a four- 
teen-month battle aimed to push the 
number of Covid-19 cases down and 
keep them down to a level where the 
borders could remain open allowing tour- 
ists fo continue fo arrive in large numbers, 
making it possible for business to rebound 
and sports activities to resume. 


The Freewinds Volunteer Ministers have 
been receiving thanks wherever they 
go by those that have been assisted 
in staying safe. Prior to the end of the 
school year a primary school teacher 
exclaimed: “What you guys are doing Is 
of great help and we needed help. We 
really, really aopreciate what you have 
been doing. You heloed the community 
sO much, It's fantastic how you are giving 
back to the community. Thank you from 
all the teachers and students as well. Hal- 
leluj|ah to that! We want to let people 
know that the Freewinds was here. What 
you have done makes the teachers and 
parents feel better and calmer.” 


While a facility manager at a large build- 
ing complex said: “Viruses bring bad 
things but in this case they brought you 
guys, the Freewinds Volunteer Ministers 
and this is very positive. We take this kind 
of helo openly! Thank you very much! 
The work that you have been doing is 
very much appreciated.” 








And then there was the gas station aft- 
tendant, who remarked: “What you do 
is great! Thank you very much, from my 
heart, for what you guys, the Freewinds 
Volunteers, have been doing! On behalf 
of all the population of Aruba, thank you 
very much!” 


Whether it is being said in a few words by 
individuals or in a big way for all to see, 
all The messages have the same theme: 
that the help has been valuable and very 
appreciated. The people of Aruba are 
very grateful for the assistance that has 
been provided by the Freewinds and her 
Volunteer Ministers during the island's 
time of need. 


To find out how you can help to keep Co- 
vid-19 from spreading again visit the How 
to Stay Well Prevention Resource Center 
online at www.scientology.org/staywell 
where all the Stay Well videos and book- 
lefts can be seen and copies download- 
ed, free of charge. All of these materials 
are available in Soanish, Dutch, English as 
well as 18 more languages. To learn more 
about the Freewinds, watch Inside Sci- 
entology: The Freewinds on the Scientol- 
ogy Network.(www.scientology.tv/series/ 
inside-scientology/freewinds.html)L) 
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4 cash-raising pitfalls (and better options) 


By LIZ WESTON of NerdWal- 
let 

If you've got more bills than 
money, the usual advice is 
to trim expenses and find 
additional income. But 
some ways of raising cash 
can be a loft more expen- 
sive than others. Here are 
four that should be avoid- 
ed, if possible, and what to 
consider instead. 

BEWARE RAIDING A RETIRE- 
MENT PLAN 

A big chunk of the money 
contributed to retirement 
plans leaks out as hardship 
withdrawals, cash-outs dur- 
ing job changes or loans 
that aren't repaid. A recent 
study for the Congressio- 
nal Joint Committee on 
Taxation estimated that 
every year 22% of the con- 
tributions made by people 
aged 50 or younger Is pre- 
maturely withdrawn, most- 
ly in cash-outs as people 
leave jobs. 

But these premature with- 
drawals are usually ex- 
pensive and can leave 
you with foo little money 
in retirement. You typically 
must pay penalties and 
income taxes on the distri- 
butions, plus you give up 
all the future tax-deferred 
compounding that money 
could have earned. 

You may have other op- 
tions. If your're — still em- 
ployed, you could borrow 
from your 401(k) or halt 


retirement plan contribu- 
tions temporarily to free Up 
money. If you have a Roth 
IRA, you can withdraw an 
amount equal to your con- 
tributions without owing 
taxes or penalties. 

If you can't avoid a costly 
withdrawal, you can mini- 
mize the damage by tak- 
Ing out Only what you need 
and leaving the rest to 
grow. For example, if you're 
leaving your job you could 
roll your 401 (k) balance into 
an IRA and take only what 
you need from the _ IRA. 
That could prevent having 
to cash out the whole ac- 
count. 

DON'T SKIP HEALTH INSUR- 
ANCE 

You may be healthy now, 
but you're just one bad ac- 
cident or illness away from 
catastrophic medical bills. 
If you don't have access to 
health insurance through 
work, check the Afford- 
able Care Act exchanges 
at HealthCare.gov. Premi- 
ums have been lowered 
for most people this year 
and coverage can be free 
for many, including people 
who get unemployment 
benefits this year. 

An analysis by the nonpar- 
tisan health care think tank 
KFF found that the number 
of people who qualify for 
subsidies increased 20% as 
a result of the American 
Rescue Plan Act passed 


in March, and 4 out of 10 
Uninsured people would 
qualify for a free or nearly 
free plan. 

You also can lower pre- 
miums by opting for a 
high-deductible plan. That 
means paying thousands 
of dollars out of pocket if 
you get sick or injured, but 
at least you won't face the 
kind of five- or six-figure bills 
that could bankrupt you. 
BEWARE HIGH-COST LOANS 
Among the most expensive 
ways to borrow are pay- 
day loans, car title loans 
and loans that dont re- 
quire a credit check. High- 
cost loans make It easy To 
slio into a cycle of debt, 
where you can't make the 
payments and are forced 
to borrow again. Car title 
loans put your vehicle at 
risk of being seized for non- 
payment. 

These alternatives may not 
be as quick or convenient, 
but they're often better for 
your financial health: 

e If you need help paying 
bills, start by checking 211. 
org, a clearinghouse of 
government and charita- 
ble resources. 

e lf you can't pay a loan, 
ask the lender about for- 
bearance and other hard- 
ship options. 

e If you have a credit card, 
consider a cash advance. 
These typically incur dou- 
ble-digit interest rates, but 
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This undated file photo provided by NerdWallet shows Liz 
Weston, a columnist for the personal finance website. 
(NerdWallet via Associated Press) 


high-cost loans typically 
have triple-digit rates. 

e If you're employed, you 
can ask your employer for 
a paycheck advance or 
emergency loan. 

Another option if you're 
employed: payday ad- 
vance apps such as Earnin, 
Dave or Brigit. Be careful, 
however, because the fees 
can make these loans as 
expensive as payday loans, 
and trap you in a similar cy- 
cle of debt if you come to 
rely on them. 

DON'T STIFF THE IRS 

If you can't pay your tax 
bill, if can be tempting not 
to file a return. But failing 
to file carries much higher 
penalties than failing to 
pay, says CPA Neal Stern , 
a member of the American 


Institute of CPAs’ Financial 
Literacy Commission. In ad- 
dition, there is no statute of 
limitations on audits when 
you fail to file. The IRS can 
come after you years or 
decades later. 

The IRS has payment plans 
that allow you fo pay your 
bill over time. You also 
could charge a tax bill fo a 
credit card or consider get- 
ting a personal loan to pay 
what you owe, Stern says. 
Ignoring the situation is no 
solution. The IRS has au- 
Ttomated processes that 
match up forms like W-2 
and 1099 to tax returns, and 
if something Is missing it can 
quickly result in a comput- 
er-generated discrepancy 
notice or an audit, Stern 
says. LJ 


Square to buy installment payment firm Afterpay in cami deal 


By ALEX VEIGA 

Digital payments Compa- 
ny Square Inc. says it has 
agreed to acquire After- 
pay, which provides a "buy 
now, pay later" option for 
merchants, in an all-stock 
deal valued at about $29 
billion. 

Square allows retailers to 
orocess credit card trans- 
actions using devices that 
plug into tablets or smart- 
phones. The San Francis- 
co-based company said 
Sunday it plans to inte- 
grate Afterpay into its ser- 
vices, enabling merchants 
to offer customers the 
option to pay for goods 
later without relying on a 
credit card. Afteroay users 
would be able to manage 


their installment payments 
directly in Square's cash 
ClCyS. 

"Square and Afterpay 
have a shared purpose,’ 
Square CEO Jack Dorsey 
said in a statement. 

Some 70 million people 
Use Square's cash app. 
As of June 30, Afterpay 
was serving more than 16 
million users and nearly 
100,000 merchants, includ- 
ing major retailers, the 
company said. 

Installment plans are pop- 
ular with retailers because 
they encourage custom- 
ers to sSoend more money. 
And they enable custom- 
ers with insufficient funds 
or credit at the time of 
purchase to walk out of 


a store with the item they 
want. Payments are made 
In multiple — installments 
over time, without inter- 
est — unless Customers are 
late, in which case addi- 
tional fees or interest may 
kick In. 

"Afterpay is deeply com- 
mitted to helping people 
spend responsibly without 
incurring service fees for 
those who pay on time," 
the companies said _ in 
Qa joint press release an- 
nouncing the transaction. 
Square said it agreed to 
buy all of the Australian 
company's shares. After- 
pay shareholders will get 
0.375 shares of Square 
Class A common stock for 
each share of Afterpay, 





In this Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2020, file photo, Twitter and Square 
CEO Jack Dorsey appears on a screen as he speaks remotely 
during a hearing before the Senate Commerce Committee on 


Capitol Hill, in Washington. 


a 31% premium above its 
closing price Friday. 


Associated Press 


The transaction is expect- 
ed to close in early 2022.|_)} 
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This image provided by Warner Bros. Pictures shows David Dastmalchian, from left, John Cena, 
Idris Elba and Daniela Melchior in a scene from "The Suicide Squad." 


Associated Press 


In ‘The Suicide Squad,’ an anti-Captain 
America romp 


By JAKE COYLE 

One little article separates 
James Gunn's 'The Suicide 
Squad" from David Ayer's 
"Suicide Squad." But, oh, 
what a difference a word 
makes. 

Just five years after the 
trainwreck that prompted 
Warner Bros. to retool its DC 
Comics universe, James 
Gunn's nearly wholesale re- 
do exists in an entirely dif- 
ferent movie galaxy. "The 
Suicide Squad" may go 
down as one of the great- 
est, and quickest, do-overs 
in blockbusterdom. 

Like Gunn's two "Guardians 
of the Galaxy" movies, "The 
Suicide Squad" is a chaotic, 
freewheeling inversion of 
much of what's expected 
in a comic book movie. 
Here, heroes die (a lot of 
them). Most aren't really 
heroes, either. Some aren't 
even human. But they've 
been sprung from prison 
for a kamikaze mission on 
behalf of the U.S. govern- 
ment. In this motliest of 
crews, no one has anything 
like a sleek shield or a clean 
caped sult. 

Gunn came to "The Sul- 
cide Squad" (which opens 
Aug. 5 in theaters and on 
HBO Max) in a brief win- 
dow opened by  social- 
media scandal. Disney 
fired him from Marvel for 
some old, dug-up tweets, 
only to, after the protests 


of his "Guardians" cast, be 
rehired to direct "Guard- 
ians of the Galaxy Vol. 3". 
But in the interim, Warner 
and D.C. poached the 
writer-director, one of the 
few filmmakers in the genre 
with the nerve and talent 
to not exactly buck the sys- 
tem but deconstruct it, and 
turn superhero myth into 
slapstick farce. 

Gunn has said he was ini- 
tially offered the chance 
to direct a Superman 
movie, but it's telling that 
he turned down the crown 
jewel of DC for the likes of 
Polka-Dot Man, Ratcatcher 
2 (who communicates with 
rodents) and Nanaue, a 
cartoonish walking shark in 
jams. 

But if most mainline super- 
hero movies ultimately exalt 
American ideals like justice, 
individualism and might, 
Gunn goes exactly the oth- 
er way. ‘The Suicide Squad" 
is the anti-Suoerman, a 
madcap rejoinder to Cap- 
tain America. In Gunn's 
hands, the America super- 
hero is grotesque, brutal 
and ridiculous. Like Gunn's 
orevious movies, "The Sui- 
cide Squad" boasts wall-to- 
wall needle drops (the Pix- 
ies' "Hey," Louis Armstrong's 
"| Ain't Got Nobody"), yet 
leaves out maybe the most 
fitting song, Childish Gam- 
bino's "This Is America." 
Early on in ‘The Suicide 


Squad" we get a sense 
that the mission is dubious. 
Amanda Waller (Viola Da- 
vis) Summons a bunch of 
orisoners for Task Force X 
program. Exactly who are 
to be our main characters 
and who's head is about 
to sliced like a melon takes 
some sorting out. But in a 
clown-car of a superhero 
movie the most central 
protagonist is Idris Elba's 
Bloodsport, a mercenary 
only coaxed info joining the 
team when Waller threat- 
ens prison time or worse 
for his teenage daughter 
(Storm Reid, very good). 
With him are Ratcatcher 2 
(Daniela Melchior, a stand- 
out), a laconic, warm- 
hearted Millennial with a 
very polite pet rat named 
Sebastian on her shoulder. 
The skills of Polka-Dot Man 
(David Dastmalchian) are 
initially hard to decipher, 
but the shy, stunted Ab- 
ner proves surprisingly ca- 
pable, even if he, himself, 
sheepishly apologizes for 
having such a "flamboy- 
ant’ power. 

There is also John Cena's 
Peacemaker, easily the 
most jingoist of the bunch, 
a kind of Captain America 
knockoff. Just what each 
squad member feels about 
their home country and its 
role in international back- 
waters Is prominently in play 
in "The Suicide Squad.'"L) 
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Want to Sell your Time - Share 


Condo or property? 
Contact the expert! 


36 Years doing Honest business 


Call:0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Island 

1 BR WK #382 room #2111 

1 BR WK #31/32 room #2115 
Ground floor pool /ocean 
Price :$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Island 

1 BR WK # 29/30 room#2508 
Garden view Price :$5K each 
1 BR WK #31room#2336 
Harbor view $5 K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Eagle Beach 

2BR WK # 32 room #4021 
Pool /Ocean View 

Price :$8500 

Call:0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 

1BR1 1/2 bath WK #32 
Room #502 

28 weeks remain 

Price :$ 8K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana beach and casino 
1 BR, WK#31/32 room #241A 
Friday check in 

Price :$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf and Ocean Club 
Gold Season 

1BR Ocean view $5K 

2BR Ocean view $9K 

2BR Garden view$8K 

2BR Ocean Side $10K 

2BR Ocean Front $18K 

3BR Ocean view $13K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo For Sale 

Golf course 

3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 bath 
Ocean view 

Fully furnished, Garage 
Price : $450K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 

Golf course 

4 bedroom,3 Bath 

Fully furnished, pool 
Ocean view 

Price : $700K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Gold Coast 

3 bedroom, 2 bath 

Fully furnished 

Price: $300K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 
Eagle beach 

3 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath 
Fully furnished Ground floor 
Price: $800K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Oasis 

Eagle Beach, 5th floor 
Top floor. 

2 bedroom, 2 bath 

Fully Furnished 

Price: $650K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Sunset Villas 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom, 2 bath 

Price : $380K 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Violence Against Women 





Time Share Resales + Realty 


! Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
! * All inventory available 


Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 

johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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Renaissance Ocean Suites 
1 BR WK 29 and 30 

Room # 2531 

Week 31 Room # 2337 
Pool/ Ocean View $ 5K each 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Cruz Tel. 585 8028 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 
527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 
Fire Dept. 115 
Red Cross 582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 
i 587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Kris Bryant homers in SF debut, Giants beat Astros 5-3 


By The Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Kris 
Bryant homered in his Gi- 
ants debut, a two-out solo 
shot in the third inning, and 
San Francisco beat the 
Houston Astros 5-3 on Sun- 
day. 

Darin Ruf also homered for 
the Giants. They won two 
of three in the interleague 
matchup of division leaders 
and have the best record 
in the majors at 66-39. 
Acquired in a trade from 
the Chicago Cubs for two 
minor league prospects 
just minutes before Friday's 
deadline, Bryant was greet- 
ed by chants of "KB!, KB!" 
when he trotted onto the 
field for pregame warmups 
and received a standing 
ovation before his first at- 
bat. The four-time All-Star 
was cheered again after 
striking Out swinging. 

Those cheers got louder af- 
ter Bryant crushed an 0-1] 
pitch from Luis Garcia (7-6) 
into the left field stands for 
his 19th home run this sea- 
son. 

Logan Webb (5-3) allowed 
two runs in six innings fo 
stay unbeaten since May 5. 
Jake McGee pitched the 
ninth for his 23rd save. 


Yuli Gurriel Nomered for 
Houston. 

YANKEES 3, MARLINS 1 
MIAMI (AP) — Anthony 


Rizzo continued his remark- 
able debut with the Yan- 
kees with another key hit 
and New York completed 
a three-game sweep of Mi- 
ami. 

The partiian New _ York 
crowd in Miami finally got 
to cheer when the Yan- 
kees had an eighth-inning 
rally highlighted by RBI sin- 
gles from Rizzo and Aaron 
Judge. 

Rizzo, Who went to high 
school in the Miami area, 
singled home Brett Gardner 
for the tying run in his third 
game with the Yankees. 
The first baseman was ac- 
quired in a trade from the 
Chicago Cubs at the trade 
deadline and hit gd homer in 
each of his first two games 
with New York before Sun- 
day's clutch at-bat. 

Joely Rodriguez (2-3) got 
the win in relief, and Arol- 
dis Chapman retired the 
side in the ninth for his 22nd 
save. Anthony Bass (1-6) 
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San Francisco Giants’ Kris Bryant, left, hits a home run in front of Houston Astros' Martin Maldonado 
during the third inning of a baseball game in San Francisco, Sunday, Aug. 1, 2021. 


took the loss. 

RAYS 3, RED SOX 2 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — 
Shane McClanahan went 
six strong innings, Brandon 
Lowe homered and AL 
East-leading Tampa beat 
Boston for a three-game 
SWEEP. 

McClanahan (5-4) allowed 
one run and four hits, help- 
ing the Rays take a 1 1/2- 
game lead over Boston. 
Hunter Renfroe homered 
for the Red Sox. They have 
lost a season-high four in a 
row and five of six. 

Kike Hernandez and Rafael 
Devers had consecutive 
two-out singles in the ninth 
off Matt Wisler, who then 
retired J.D. Martinez on a 
short fly to right for his first 
save. 

Nick Pivetta (8-5) was the 
loser. 

REDS 7, METS 1 

NEW YORK (AP) — Rookie 
Max Schrock went 5 for 5 
with a home run while giv- 
ing All-Star Joey Votto a 
break, leading fellow new- 
comer Vladimir Gutierrez 
and Cincinnati past New 
York. 

Making his first major 
league start at first base, 
the 26-year-old Schrock — 
who's also made a relief 
pitching appearance this 
year — scored three runs 
and drove in two. 

Votto got a rest from man- 
ager David Bell a day after 
his seven-game home run 
streak came fo an end. 
Gutierrez (6-3) allowed 


three hits in seven innings. 
His only blemish was a sixth- 
inning home run to Jeff Mc- 
Neil. 

In his second game with 
his new team, Javier Baez 
went hitless in four at-bats 
for the NL_ East-leading 
Mets. Marcus Stroman (7- 
10) was the loser. 
DODGERS 13, DIAMOND- 
BACKS 0 

PHOENIX (AP) — Albert Pu- 
jols doubled home three 
runs to cap a five-run sec- 
ond inning, Mookie Betts 
homered in his return from 
the injured list and Los An- 
geles hammered Arizona. 
Betts, playing second base, 
returned fo the lineup and 
had two hits, including his 
15th homer of the season 
in the ninth. Julio Urias (13- 
3) pitched five scoreless in- 
nings. 

Pujols’ liner down the left- 
field line came with two 
outs on a full-count pitch, 
the 70th and last of the day 
from Caleb Smith (3-8). The 
Diamondbacks lefty lasted 
just 1 2/3 innings, giving up 
five runs while walking five 
and striking out three. 
Justin Turner hit his 20th 
homer. 

WHITE SOX 2, INDIANS 1 
CHICAGO (AP) — Brian 
Goodwin homered with 
one out in the ninth inning 
to lift Chicago past Cleve- 
land. 

Goodwin hit a 3-1 
from Nick Wittgren 
over the wall in right. 
Liam Hendriks (5-2) allowed 


pitch 
(2-4) 


Associated Press 


just one hit in the ninth to 
complete a scoreless six- 
inning stint by the Chicago 
bulloen. Chicago won two 
of three in the series to ex- 
tend its AL Central lead to 
nine games. 

Myles Straw homered for 
the Indians. 

BREWERS 2, BRAVES 1 
ATLANTA (AP) —_ Willy 
Adames hit an early homer 
off Charlie Morton, Brett 
Anderson pitched 5 2/3 
strong innings and Milwau- 
kee beat Atlanta. 

The NL Central-leading 
Brewers moved 20 games 
over .500 for the second 
time this season. They im- 
proved to 34-19 away from 
Milwaukee and have won 
13 of 17 road series this sea- 
son. 

Anderson improved fo 4-5. 
Josh Hader, in his first save 
opportunity since July 8, 
retired the side in order in 
the ninth to earn his 22nd 
save in 23 chances. Morton 
dropped to 10-4. 

BLUE JAYS 5, ROYALS 1 
TORONTO (AP) — José Ber- 
rios pitched six shutout in- 
nings in his Toronto debut 
and the Blue Jays complet- 
ed a three-game sweep in 
their first series north of the 
border since 2019, beating 
Kansas City. 

Marcus Semien and San- 
tiago Espinal homered to 
back Toronto's big-name 
newcomer. Acquired from 
Minnesota at the trade 
deadline Friday for two mi- 
nor leaguers, Berrios (8-5) 
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allowed five hits. 

Trevor Richards retired all 
four batters he faced and 
Tim Mayza got the last five 
outs as Toronto won for the 
fifth time in six games. 

The Blue Jays returned to 
Canada on Friday after 
having played the entire 
2020 season and the first 
half of 2021 in both Buffalo 
and Dunedin, Florida, be- 
cause of border restrictions. 
Brad Keller (7-10) was the 
loser. 

TIGERS 6, ORIOLES 2 
DETROIT (AP) — Eric Haase 
hit a two-run double in a 
three-run first inning and 
Detroit beat Baltimore. 
Detroit earned a split of the 
four-game _ series, improv- 
ing to 30-24 at home this 
season. The Tigers tied a 
major league record with 
59 home losses in 2019, 
baseball's most recent full 
season. 

Erasmo Ramirez (1-0) 
pitched two scoreless in- 
nings to pick up his first ma- 
jor league win since Sept. 
3, 2018, when he beat the 
Orioles as a member of the 
Seattle Mariners. 

Spenser Watkins (2-2) was 
the loser. 

PHILLIES 15, PIRATES 4 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Kyle 
Gibson pitched into the 
seventh inning in his Phila- 
delohia debut and got 
plenty of support to help 
the Phillies rout Pittsburgh. 
J.T. Realmuto had five of 
the Phillies’ 20 hits, with 
two doubles and four RBIs. 
Bryce Harper hit three of 
Philadelphia's nine doubles 
and Jean Segura doubled 
twice and drove in three 
runs. 

The Phillies got Gibson (7-3) 
and pitcher lan Kennedy 
from Texas in a deadline 
deal Friday for rookie right- 
hander Spencer Howard 
and two other pitching 
orospects. 

Mitch Keller (3-8) was the 
loser. Michael Perez hom- 
ered for the Pirates. 
CARDINALS 7, TWINS 3 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Adam 
Wainwright threw seven ef- 
fective innings and rookie 
Edmundo Sosa homered 
to help St. Louis beat Min- 
nesota, 

Wainwright (9-6) allowed 
three runs and six hits in an 
85-pitch stint. LJ 
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U.S. women lose in soccer, win in volleyball, basketball 


By JOSH DUBOW 

TOKYO (AP) — The quest for 
gold medals is on track for 
the U.S. women's. basket- 
ball and volleyball teams 
after finishing at the top of 
their groups in pool play. 
The U.S. women’s soccer 
team cant say the same. 
Jessie Fleming scored on a 
penalty kick in the 74th min- 
ute and Canada earned a 
1-0 semifinal victory over 
the United States in the 
Olympic women's soccer 
competition on Monday. 
Canada goes on to face 
Sweden in the gold med- 
al match, while the USS. 
will play Australia for the 
bronze. Sweden beat Aus- 
tralia 1-0 in the other semi- 
final. 

It is the second. straight 
Olympics that the United 
States has been knocked 
out of contention for the 
gold medal match. 

"| think this is my first loss ever 
to Canada," American 
star Megan Rapinoe said. 
‘It sucks not to be able to 
compete for a gold medal, 
which is what we wanted. 
Not a great performance, 
either. That's the most frus- 
trating thing." 

The Americans were 
bounced from the 2016 
Games by Sweden in the 
quarterfinals. The U.S. team 
goes on to play in the 
bronze medal match in 
Kashima on Thursday. 
Canada had not won 
against the United States 
since 2001. 

IN basketball, A'ja Wilson 
scored 22 points and Bre- 
anna Stewart added 17 to 
help the U.S. beat France 
93-82 in their final pool play 
match. 

The win was the 52nd in a 
row for the U.S. going back 
to the bronze medal game 
of the 1992 Olympics. The 
U.S. went undefeated in 
group play and advanced 
to the quarterfinals. The 
Americans (3-0) haven't 
lost a game in group play 
since women's basketball 
was added to the Olym- 
pics in 1976. 

‘It wasn't a must win, but 
we dlways want to win," 
Stewart said. "To have that 
momentum going into the 
quarterfinals, this is where 
we start fo peak." 

While the U.S. women's 


basketball team has domi- 
nated at the Olympics, the 
women's volleyball team is 
seeking its first gold medal 
ever. 

The Americans are off to 
a good start after beating 
Italy in five sets Monday to 
win their pool despite losing 
a second starter to a rolled 
ankle. Jordyn Poulter joined 
Jordan Thompson on the 
sidelines, but the US. still im- 
proved to 4-1. 

“They really stayed togeth- 
er,’ coach Karch Kiraly said. 
"| look back and our sub- 
stitute box is getting very 
lonely back there. There's 
only three or four players 
there. So it's getting to be 
a bit of an adventure. But 
our team played with great 
heart and played togeth- 
er. 

BILES ON THE BEAM 

Simone Biles is returning to 
competition in Tokyo. 

The 2016 Olympic champl- 
on will compete in the bal- 
ance beam finals on Tues- 
day, a litle over a week 
after stepping away from 
the meet to focus on her 
mental health. 

The 24-year-old Biles won 
bronze on beam in Rio de 
Janeiro five years ago. 

She removed herself from 
the team final on July 27 
after a shaky performance 
on vault during the first ro- 
tation. She watched from 
the sidelines as her three 
American teammates 
completed the meet with- 





out her; the U.S. took silver 
behind the team known as 
the Russian Olympic Com- 
mittee. 

Biles later said she was 
dealing with issues sur- 
rounding air awareness, 
referred to as "the twisties" 
in her sport. Biles qualified 
for all five individual event 
finals but took herself out of 
four of them. 

Elsewhere in gymnastics, 
American gymnast Jade 
Carey won the gold med- 
al on floor exercise, Shin 
Jeahwan of South Korea 
won the men's vault, and 
Liv Yang of China won the 
men's still rings. 

MILESTONE MOMENT 
Transgender weightlifter 
Laurel Hubbard made her 
mark by competing in the 
women's weighilifting but 
couldn't complete a lift. 
Hubbard is not the only 
transgender athlete com- 
peting at the Tokyo Games, 
but she has been the focus 
of attention as a medal 
contender in weightlifting. 
The New Zealander over- 
balanced on her opening 
weight of 120 kilograms, 
taking the bar behind her 
shoulders. 

Hubbard's second effort of 
125 kilograms was ruled in- 
valid on a majority decision 
by the referees. The third at- 
tempt was almost a repeat 
of the first, ruling Hubbard 
out of medal contention in 
the women's over-87-kilo- 
gram division. 


-t 
United States players embrace after being defeated 1-0 by Canada during a women's semifinal 


soccer match at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 2, 2021, in Kashima, Japan. 
Associated Press 


AMAZING RECOVERY 

Sifan Hassan of the Nether- 
lands started her bid to win 
three medals at the Tokyo 
Games by earning gold in 
tne 5,000 meters. 

Hassan pulled away with 
about 250 meters to go 
and cruised to the win in 
a time of 14 minutes, 36.79 
seconds. She beat Hellen 
Obirl of Kenya by nearly 
two seconds. Gudaf Tse- 
gay of Ethiopia was third. 
Earlier in the day, the 
28-year-old Hassan had 
a scare when she fell on 
the final lap in the open- 
ing round of the 1,500. She 
picked herself up, caught 
the pack and won her heat 
to advance. She's also en- 
tered in the 10,000 meters. 
Hassan won the 1,500 and 
10,000 at the 2019 world 
Championships. 

GO FOR GOLD 

Jasmine Camacho-Quinn 
of Puerto Rico has won gold 
in the women's 100-meter 
hurdles, powering ahead 
of American Keni Harrison. 
Camacho-Quinn _ finished 
in 12.37 seconds for a .15 
second win over the world- 
record holder, Harrison. Ja- 
maica's Megan Tapper fin- 
ished third. 

"This was what | wanted for 
this year. | wanted to be a 
gold medalist,” Camacho- 
Quinn said. 

Miltiadis Tentoglou — of 
Greece has edged Cuba's 
Juan Miguel Echevarria for 
the men's long jump gold 


medal with a winning jump 
on the last attempt. 

Discus thrower Valarie All- 
man won the first track and 
field gold medal for the 
U.S. Allman's winning throw 
went 68.98 meters (226 
feet, 3 inches) to hold off 
Kristin Pudenz of Germany 
in a competition that was 
delayed by rain. 

WALK IT OFF 

Yuki Yanagita tied if with an 
RBI grounder off Scott Mc- 
Gough in the ninth inning, 
Takuya Kai hit a walkoff 
single against Edwin Jack- 
son in the 10th and Japan 
beat the United States 7-6 
to reach the Olympic semi- 
finals. 

Japan (3-0) will play South 
Korea (3-1) on Wednesday 
night for a spot in the final. 
The U.S. (2-1) fell into the los- 
er's bracket of the double- 
elimination second round. 
To reach this weekend's 
final, it must beat the win- 
ner of Tuesday's elimination 
game between the Do- 
minican Republic (1-2) and 
Israel (1-3), and then the 
Japan-South Korea loser. 
MOVING ON 

April Ross and Alix Klineman 
have advanced fo the 
quarterfinals of the Olym- 
pic beach volleyball tour- 
nament. 

The American ‘A-Team" 
beat Cuba 21-17, 21-15. 
The win came a day after 
two other U.S. teams were 
ousted in the first knockout 
round. 

Next up for the Americans 
is one defending gold 
medalist Laura Ludwig of 
Germany and her partner 
Maggie Kozuch. 

Jake Gibb and substitute 
teammate Tri Bourne lost to 
Germany in the beach vol- 
leyball round of 16, ending 
their shotgun partnership 
after just two weeks. 
Bourne was d last-minute 
swap after Gibb's original 
oartner, Taylor Crabb, test- 
ed positive for COVID-19 
when he arrived in Japan. 
The pair had just three 
practices before their first 
match, but they made it 
out of pool play with a 2-1 
record. 

Julius Thole and Clem- 
ens Wickler beat Bourne 
and Gibb 17-21, 21-15, 
15-11 to advance to the 
quarterfinals.q 
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Tuscany Residence Aruba: 


Aruba's Luxury Residential Resort with unique Water Villas 


NOORD — Within walking distance of the fin- 
est white beaches and the clear blue ocean, 
Tuscany Residence Aruba is founded in one 
of the best and most popular neighborhoods 
of Aruba, close to the shopping and nighlilife 
of Palm Beach. Tuscany Residence Aruba 
brings luxury living to a new level and they 
are very unique in their offerings with the 
Daimari Water Villas. 


Around 180 exclusive properties will be built in 
all different sizes and prices, suitable for every- 
one’s wishes and among them are 18 luxury 
Water Villas, all with a private terrace and di- 
rect access to the pool. The Daimari Water Vil- 
las include 2 and 3 bedrooms with wardrobes, 
2 and 3.5 bathrooms, are fully furnished with a 
fully equipped German kitchen, fully air-condi- 
tioned and with wide aluminum sliding door to 
the covered pool terraces. Balcony and cov- 
ered terraces are offered on the 2 floors unit 
and a private parking in front of the unit or your 
own garage is all yours. 50% of these amazing 
houses is already sold! There are still 9 residenc- 
es available, including 2 with a one car garage. 


Tuscany Residences now offer a special pre- 
construction discount, whereby your advan- 
tage increases to 9.7%. Pre-construction prices 
starting at US$ 450,775 Turn-Key! 


Dutch design 

This luxury residential resort with various types of 
homes has many amenities such as swimming 
pools, restaurant, bar, offices, meeting rooms, 
gym, wellness and more. The combination of 
the beautiful Dutch modern international ar- 
chitecture and the Aruban palm trees creates 
a luxurious Aruban feeling and relaxed atmo- 
sphere in this resort. Tuscany Residence Aruba 
is the perfect choice for couples and families. 
Bas de Groot, Managing Director of Tuscany 
Residence Aruba adds, “We differ from tradi- 
tional building, our design distinguishes itself.” 
At 8 minutes’ walk from Palm Beach, designed 
in a European style with high-quality materials, 
on property land and with buying possibilities 
from condos to townhouses to villas, Tuscany 
Residence Is a dream comes true. 
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We take care of it all 

De Groot adds, “Our project is in continuous 
construction which builds confidence. He con- 
tinues saying that maintenance, property man- 
agement, rental program and safety are taken 
care of. “You can log in from abroad and man- 
age your property for rental or view your admin- 
istration.” The great thing about Tuscany is that 
it offers everything equal to a resort but you do 
not need to wait for an elevator to bring you up, 
worry about parking space or noisy neighbors. 
“We have got space and different size offerings 
making this more a community feel rather than 
a packed condo building.” He also emphasizes 
that the location Is one of the best on Aruba as 
it is quiet and close to Palm Beach. 


Reasons to buy 

Reasons to consider Aruba property ownership, 

at Tuscany Residence Aruba 

e Excellent price-quality ratio 

¢ Beautiful designs & Quality construction 

e Residential Park with all amenities 

e Property land on top-location 

e Varies properties in different price range 

e Onsite Maintenance Team, Property Man- 
agement & Rental Program 
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Are you looking for a safe, quiet, residential 
area where you will meet a mix of local and for- 
eign owners? Do you feel for a warm communi- 
ty with amenities like wellness, gym, restaurants, 
pools and this all within a structure where the 
residence takes care of your property manage- 
ment while you are not here? Can the highest 
European quality and solid working structure 
take away your preoccupations while you are 
home? Than meet us, we are here to convince 
you with quality! 


For an impression of Daimari Water Villas have 
a look at the website: httos://www.tuscany- 
residencearuba.com/en/news. For more in- 
formation please contact Bas de Groot by 
phone +297-7332424 or email bas@tuscanyresi- 
dencearuba.com. 


Tuscany Residence Aruba 

Salina Cerca 131, Noord, Aruba 
info@tuscanyresidencearuba.com 
www.tuscanyresidencearuba.com 
(277 W2e0 4664 
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